
,. -

Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 C00028244 

'." .... , ..... ;.·-.t"llllU~:.0- -----w--4 ..... ____ , ....... ,,.S.'l'IOJl'l'lllt Ll!ll!U-1"11¥11!11'1,""®-"'*'!1"1+1'1'£----••a-... a ... J.ll!JJ"'Sllllll&IIIJllnl!'li:illi "' !'I. bPi!b .. i.l"'t tlll&l!l"'""'-·tzlllltl!I.S:IIIWlllill¼!llll.ll!Zllll!III. ill!l#"Al!IP., [ '~ 

I 
j 

.. 

The Enemy Threat to Kht:, Sanh 

.. 

·. ,:._~ 

~ ~-~!I C t!:-Y , .... ,. -~:I'•.. • . . . . . ,, ""Ii 
'.~ • .; ..... t -· '- ",i;: 

"• I <• • •• J ;, :7, 

Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 C00028244~ ,~r,~• 



.. -

• 

r'. ,.,) .. 

~'fM"•·, 
(£/I (,, l 0 

J_ 

-------'--

The Enemy Threat to Kht Sanh 

_Approvea for Release 
Date ., 

-;iin&r,,-Jon-c-ioos----

i 

j 

l 
I 

I 
I 
l 
! 

.. ··"~ . ..:.•'..:.:.·• ...... ...._.:..-.................... .._, ...-,;,, ___ Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 C00028244 . s--.JJ.i;MI IM•F--•'• '1111••11 



I 

I 

' • : 
Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 C00028244: 

-~r -~--~•-awsa ·agr;a-&."SRUl!<llll!!llllm_,r.n-•1:1111m.__,...,...,_____._.__,..._r.;;;aii•Ww:mtt&CMM~-~--~-¥<-'l:lll~ASlll-115''tfil-"~™ir,:i:lfnlllllllillll:3ID,;i/J911i1!1tilft;IKi-~&B 

sEcjr•:Tillil 

l 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
10 January 1968 

INTELLIGENCE M.tMORl>~DUM 

The tnemy Threat to ~he Sanh 

Su1nmar.1: 

In the past several weeks there have been a 
number of indications th~t ~he enemy is building 
up its forces in the Luolian p~nhandl~ ~est of -
the Demilitarized Zone. 

The target primarily threatened ty thene 
forces appears to be the allied bas~ at Khe Sa n h 
in wcs' .e1.:n Quan'.} Tri Province of South Vietnam. 

: Enemy reconnaissance and probing a~t1vity near 
_ Xhe San as incre ased markodl, 1n lhe last few 

weeks. 

JNll\m~s s could !.le using 
etween now ar,d the ·rct hol.?.daiys to com-

- pletc tht:ir conceHtration around Khe Sainh in pr1:<p­
, arat1on for an offensive after Tet. 

t,ote: This '"iiiemor.:inoum was producP.d solely by CI/,, 
It Wu~ pr~p~red jointly by th~ Vietnd me~e Affairs 
Staff and the Office of Curr~nt Intclli~ c nce. 
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The Col!\IT\unists could muster a total force c,f 
ov~r 20,000 should they decide at ~omc point to com­
mit all personnel from the elements of the four di­
visions now in the 9lrneral area, 'Ihis is consider­
ably more than they would need r11erely to taJ :~ !<he 
Sanh, Their 1,rimary objective in aHackirlg J<he 
S~nh wo"ld bE to draw ~3 reinforcem~nts Jnto the 
area, tie them down to static defensive ~ositions, 
and inflict maximum casualties on US forces over a 
period of time • 

The buildup of forces in Laos and 'tlcstern 
Quang Tri Province als~ strengthens North Vietnam­
ese defense of the Laos corridor, ~here h~vo beqn 
indications ~f Hanci's concern oyer the possible 
extension of the us electronic "barrier" and strong­
point system into Laos, 

.,2- ,' 
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' sEc/1;-riaii .· . l 
~he Current Situation 

l, Dcvelo~ments in recent days strongly sug­
gest that th£< Vietnamese Co1T>.mun1sts intend once 
again to increa~e military pressure ayainst the 
strategically plac0d outpost at Khc Sanh, on Foute 
Yin ouang Tri Province. 

2, The po~t, approximately nlne mile$ from 
~he Laotian ~orJer, ~s used as a base for observa­
tion :· d int< .>rdicllon of <2ne:n1; infiltration ac­
civitics in the Jrev. It ~as last beseige:d in the 
winter of 1967, following the movem1nt of the North 
Vietnilmese 32!:iC Div1!cion into the western DMZ area. 
Elements of the 325C have again ~ovcd into the r~­
gion, aftc .:i. period o/ r.est and· rcfittin,J in Nor.th 
V1ctn2m. · 

3, The units m€ntioncd 
the prim~ry ro!? 1n an 
up action at KhB Sanh. 
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1n(oimat1cn also indicates that 
the Corr.mun1sts are prcp.:iring for an offensive arm.:nd 
Y.hc sanh. Photography on 2 December of an area 
about five mile~ northwest o! Khe Sanh revealed 21 
f,-,xholes, tv10 ioct1(ied hilltops, 1:r1d hc,.;,vy traJl 
acti\•ity. On :ZG .:ind 27 Dcce~.:jcr, .:rn unk no1,m fori;;e 
twice ~ttemptcd t~ pen~tratc the d~fcnsivc pcrimL·ter 
of friendly forces on Hill a6L On 27 D1:.'(.'l!·nbcr, a 
friendly ?:econn.:i i&~.::i11r;e tc,1m cont:icte:d ,-:n ,, stimatcd 
lS-20 enemy fo'..lr miles not·thl'.!ust o( ,:be S.:.n."J, On 
2 January, c1n cr.c •my f orcc of at ,o.: ~ i:, ix mer·, engaged 
a MarJne squad at a listen1~g po~t about -two miJcs 
n:)rth of Khe ~anh. The next day a ratrol w<1s gre­
nade~; the patrol also observed lights on a tcail 
ne~r ~o~~e 9. Thc&e incidents all point to i~crcased 
e;1em¥ ,:-econnillSsance ag,:u nst the l~hc Sanh cc,mvat 
b.:ise, 

€. 'I'lic rr.ost obviou~; conclusicm to tw d.ra• .. n 
from the buiJ.dup around Xh, S,,nh is that ~;1'.? enc.my 
Ray h<:pe to w1p<' out tie US cprrtson thc-r<..e iJ:1d the 
Civil1.<1r, Irregular ~<'(P.n s ,~ Coq ,s ICl!:>GI camj.> at 
Ldnq Vci, about fi9e ffiJlCS lo the LOUthW('SC D~ 
Rout<.? 9, The Cr,n •:r,u.1lsls ha-.,c! lon•; n•qardcrl 1:be San!!, 
locat~:1 nC'ar tbe u1!2ltr -Hi.011 corr1.:lors 11; Laos, as 
a t:.hor:-: .ir. their Sl.d('' f,,(..CO, : J i.,l"J tu 1..bc }Gt.c,st 

· b erii:IM . I 
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~vailabl~ inf?r.rnation, the 9arcison ~t ~he Sanh is 
Oefended by three infantry battalions and an irtil­
lery battalion of the 26th M~rinc Regimen~. Tha • 
C:IDG catnp et Lang Vei has about )20 men. •. 

7. The Comn,unis·ts, however, do not need a 
force of upwards vf 22,000 men to t~ke ~he Sanh 
i>nd Lang Vei. If the bt ·.ilduu 1s i:IS e:xtensivc 11":i 
suspected, dnu all or these units aru destined to be 
com:nitted to an offensi'I~ in tha area, the pri1~ary 
pu.:pose of the Corr.rnunists 1n.1y prove to be mvch 
broader. B~ attacking Khe Sanh, they would hope 
to draw US 1·ein forcements into the are;., tie tl,cm 
down to static defeus1ve pos1l1ons, .,.nd inflict 
~aximum casualties on US forces over a period of 

~ time. By occupyin9 the h19h 91ound around ~he Sanh 
: ~nd setting up ambushes along .fioute 9, the only 

_..,._-j ove1la~J route i.ito the area, the enem:-- could mal~e 
· ·. · resupply and reinforcement a difficult and costly 

. proposition, especially if he hac d~ve~oped an et~ 
' fective antiaircraft cap.ibility. Mo:1soo:1 rains 

have closed large portions of Route 9, compour.~1n9 
. t~e pro~lern and making resupply largely depen1cnt 

cm a:i.rli ft, 

8 .. a. final o~j~ctivc c.,f tht.> r:h-:: Sa:ih bul.ld­
up ~ould be to ~~rass and foil the s,rongpoint bar­

: cier system which 1s being tmplernented in the DMZ 
north of ~he Sanh ond in the ~nf1ltcat1on corridors 

' ir, Laos. 

9. ~nemy strategy as outlined above •fits in 
wHh tha enemy stratogy during 1967 of fiqhtino the 
r,ain fc.rce w:ir partly _fn.,:-i pez:ir,hccal iir<. •as adJ~cent 

· to bordf i r sanctuades 'i.n L.:ios m~d Cambo(H.:i, By po-
sitioning h1.s forces in thc!le arc.a!>, the Communists 
seek to lure US units awny !rom popul~ted areas, 
d.p,pcr.sc them, and inflict a rn,n:1mum nun .be:- of cas­
,ualties in the process. This relie ves ?ressure nn 
~ain fo1ce units op e rating 1n populated a~eas and 
enables them to coordinate with local fo r ce units 
t..o disn•pt the pac1fJcation proc;ram a:~:! attack .illied 
outposts and base c~mps around orb~n areas. Since 
the start of the "w1nter-spriny campa1s~" in October, 
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u~ lO~ CXlS s n 
w M1l1tary Region IN~l, dPL1gnatcd MR 10 

.and consistin9 of th~ borcler: p.rov1r.ccs of Binh Long, 
Phuoc.Long, and Quang Due, was established in 1967, 
l'he estat>li"hment of MR .s.0 was fol lowed by a rapid 
buildup of corr.murnst forces in the area ~nd at­
t~cks on targets ne;:ir the Cambt ;.1.an borqer~ like 
~oc Ninh, Du Uop, and Bo Due, It 1s possible, 
therefore, .that thfl bu1Jdup of Cc:,~;i.1.1ntst torces 
in the ~he Sanh area presages the vstabl1shment of 
a new iront heact4uactcrs·to ccnduct op,r~tions ift_ 
the border .areas of Tr1-Th1cn M1litJry Region er ,n; 
Tri and Thua Tnicn provinces!. 

10. In _ SUITJMry, tha e.'l~my's ob~ectives 1n. ' 
any sustained offensive 1n the ~he Sanh erea would 
be, at a :ninin,u.'ll, to fo1;,;;~. the ,1t;c1nJc,nrnent of the 
t:l)e. Sanh base antJ the Lan9 Vo.i. CIOG carrp and to 1.n­
fHct heavy casu,;1lt1es. /•.t _the maximum, H.e Com• 
mt,11lists •~ould hope to tlraw substantl al IJS rtiin• 
forcements from other ace.ls 1n South Vietnam ar.'d 
,tie the"' dowz:i ir. the !<he ~anh· area_, Their obJec• 
tive wo~ld be to give the other NVA un:ts which op­
erate in the Tr1-Th1cn Military ~cgion (ti~ 5th, 
6th, and ~th rcgi. .•entsl ,3rca~r mobi.Ji _t::, tc. oper­
~te against th~ popJj~t~d areas along tho coast of 
Quung Tri and 1'h ua Thier, prcv)·nces. lt would also 
9ive the CoJ11J;-iunish great.er frE:edom of ,:iction along 
the DMZ. Whutever cours~ of act1on 1s open to the 
fnerny, he Wl ll be striving 1n addition to cbtain 
ttiat . often touted rnaJor p:.;ichologi cal vi.ctory 
~3ainst the allies. _ 
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SIPJ('lilll!I 
CENTRAL IN'i'ELLIG£NCE AGENCi 
Directorate of Intellig~ncc 

2 February 1968 

INTELL1CENCE MEMORANDUM 

The Encmv Threat to ~he Senh 

Summary 

Eremy prapa•ations for the long expected offen­
sive at ~he Sanh appear at an advan~ed stage, end a 
m ·o~ attack could be launched at any time. 

!!.E.!.!!_: 1hic rnc:nor,.:.,:,!i<,71, a•, i.pda!c. cf ,c;C 'lo. OZLP/Ce of 
t.hc sama tit ie iGC.o<(' ,./ o•; JO ,a~,:..::r!f, i.1c111 pl·o.-:!1Acad cc,lcly 
by CIA. lt I.J;i, . r,ic,; ,u, ;J J1,;,i,aZ~. l,y i:: ,., (l_t_r£cc o_r <-ui•r,>r.t 
r,,tcllie<""i~/( a,;d t. Jj:: llic;,•;ar., ,.]:d•= Af/a~JtD t't.af;. 
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The Build-up 

1. Developments in recent weeks strongly sug-
9est thbt. the Vietnamese Communists intend once again 
to increcse military pressure against the strategically 
placed o~tpost at Khe Sach, on Route 9 in Quang Tri 
Provine.::. 

2. ~he post, approximately nine miles fro, the 
Laotian .border, is used a ·. a base for observation anl 
interdiction of enemy infiltration activities in th~ 
area, It was Jast ~esieged in the winter of 1967, 
followi:ig thP r .. overnent of the Nort ~25C 
Division into the western DMZ area 

~2- L 
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The Curr~nt S1tuat1on 

4. Since the outbreak of maJOt enemy activity 
on 30 January, the mJ11tary situation 10 the D~mili­
tar1zed Zone/western Quang Tri Pr~vince area--the 
anticip~ted focal poJnt of a Comr11:..inist offensive-­
has r~ma1ned unusually quiet. 

S. The Comrouriists' tJmetable for major attacks 
in this sectc.r, presumably 1n concert with the wide­
spread attacks elsewhere, 1s believed to have been 
delayed in part at Ja~st by the u~usually heavy 

- allleu aerial bombc1r<lment against North Vietnamese 
positions threaten1ng Khe Sanh an~ the network of 
allied strung roints just below the zone, The Corn­
w11nists niay also be waiting ror tt?e most advanta9eo1..is 
weath~r cond1t1ons. 
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9, ~anwhile, regimental strength elerents of 
the North Vit:tnanese 32S "C" and 304th Divisi •::>ns havE: 
continued to mar.euve~ into battle ~silions to the 
north, west, and south of t<he !>anh. Sharply intcnsi~ 
fied aerial ~hotorcconnaissance of the Khe Saih area 
has r~ovided tentative indications of a major at­
te111pt t,y the North Vietnamese to dig their w:.P/ toward 
the strategic US combat base-•an •encroachr <'.i:c11t with . 
forHfications" rerninisccnt of the Dien Bien ;>hu 
tactics. Photography ir.dicatE s that the Com.111Jni ets 
have been preparing po6itions ev~r closer to the 
Marine garr::.s01. bu; not occupying them. \ Sr,ould the 
North Vietname$e begin to construct coft\11\ur~ca~ions 
trenches leading forwar1 from tht3e po~itions, the 
parallel to Dien Bien Phu would become even stronger. 

10. Moreover, US ill rcraft during late J'~nuuy 
reported the presence of 37-;nm. and/or 57-mm, enemy · 
antiaircraft artillery weapons in the hillG r?rth and 
west of Khe Sanh, ln addition, a recent Communist 
defector reported that some 20 field artillerr pieces 
were being towed by vehicles through Laos to firing 
MSitiol'l<; near J<he Sanh, 'l'he introduction of. these 
weapor,.,, t,.:iuld significantly ennance the eneny' s fir<. 4 

pow~r capability against both the Khe Sanh 9arrison 
and allied aerial resupply and reinforcement effc,rts 
in the area. 
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Enemy Ob)edives 

, 12. The most obvious conclus1on to be dtawn 
(.om the boild-up aroun~ ~he Sanh is that the enemy 
JMY llope to wipe out the 1JS.<prr1so n there; ar.c. the 
Civifia.n Irregular Defense Group (ClDG) camp Jt 
Lang ·Ve!, about five miles .tc the 5outhwe~t on 
Route 9. The Co1Mi11nists have lc.ng regarded l<he Sanh~ 
located near the inf1ltrat2on corridors 1n Lacs, as 
a thorn in their s.ide. According to the latest 
available "Jnformatio~, the garrison 3t Khe Sanh is 
defended by four lnfar,try ba .tt!lllons, and an artil"' 
lery battalion of the 26th Marine Pegiment. In 
iadditior , , an AHVN zanger battalion 1s deployed along 
the 9arrison's outer defense p~rimeter. The CJDG 
camp at.: Lang Vei has about 320 rnen .. 

13. The Communist~, however, do not ne~d a 
force of upwards of 20,000 men to overr~, Khe Sanh 
and Lang Ve1 • . Jf th~ build-up 1s a~ extensive as 
&uspected, and &il of thes~ units are destined to 
be co~mitted to an Offensive 1n the area, the pri~ 
ma ry p-.J r_pos~ of tl1e ·communists may prove to be much 
broad~r. By atta,;l;ing Khe Sanh, they wovld hope 
to 1r aw US re1nforcements into the area, tie them 
down td static defensive pos1t1ons, and 1nfl1c~ 
maximu• ca~ualt1es o~ ~s forces ~ver a protrActed 
time pi,c .iod. By occupying the h1<;1h ·9rour,d aro...nd 
Kho:! 3anh and setting up alT\!:>ushes along · Route 9., 
t,~a only cverland 1·0•.1te 1nlo the area, the cne:,,y 
could make resupply ~nd reinforcement a difficJlt 
and costly prop r l1t1on, espcc•ally 1f ~e has de­
v~loped an effective ant1al~craft cap ab1l1ty. Mon­
&oo~ rai~s have closed larje porttons of ~o~te 9, 
coropound.ing the problem and rnai; 1ng resu,pply largely 
depende~t on a1rlif~. · 

14. ~llied reinforcement d1ff1cultics woald 
be incr~3sed lf the enemy managed to sustain h~s 
cur cent offensive around and 1n the urban areas of 
the count~y. Reaction to this thrust has so far 
tied down numerous allied manpuver batt~l1ons and 
reserve · forces. 

15~ A final object1ve of ~ho ~h~ t~nh bv1ld-up 
would be to hara5s and toll the strong-point barrier ­
system ¥ ~Sch is bein9 1roplament~d 1n the DMZ north 
of Khe Sanh and 1n the infiltration corcidors of Laos. 
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16. tne1ny strategy as out lined ab<)'.le fits in 
with the ener.ly's efforts dur\ng 1967 in fitl-itin9 the 
Jl'ldin force ·,.·ar pa1·t11 fr off, peripheral .u·eas adjacent 
to border b~nctuaries in Laos a~d Canibodia. ey 
positioning his forces in these areas, the ene~y 
~our~t to lure US units awa1 from pcpulatcd areas, 
disp~rs~ them, and ir.flict a 111aximul1\ number of cas­
ualties in the process. This relievPs pressure on 
r.iain fore~ units oper~ting in populated areas and 
enablc.s them to coordinate with local force units t.o 
disrupt the pacification program and att~~k ~llied 
c--utpO!;tS and base camps aroun.J urban c1reas. Since 
the start of the "win•;er-s?ring can,pai9n" in October, 
the enem)' has employed this str.1te9y in lI Corps and 
!Il C<..rps. 

17. The next few days are eY.pccted t~ bring 
fOOr flying we1:tther to the Khe Sanh/D:1z area I th ·cby 
seriously r.estricting allied tactical air suppo~. 
and resuppl/ efforts. Moreover, sizabl~ n•..un!.iere of 
allied forces who otherwise would be available as. 
reinforcement to positions under si~ge in northern 
and westcru Quang Tri Provinc.e have be::!n di•1erted 
to clear~~g Hnd securing t~c many arcaG recently 

.attacked f,rom Quang Tri city southward to Hue. 'l'hese 
factors "1eigh hea·.rily in favor of possibly i:--1.rninent 
affensiv9 Jctivity at Xhe Sanh, probably in coorai­
nation w!tn f!'.ajor thru~ts again::;t allied posit.;_ons 
along thQ ~entral and easter~ portions o[ the ~.i. 
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Construction and togistic Activities 
In the khe Sanh Area -

~™.a r l 

The deployment of more than 22,000 North Vietnam~ 
ese Army {NVA) troops in the Khe Sanh area and up­
wards of 12,500 troops in the north-central DMZ 
area has been paralleled by a :a:apid acceleration 
of enemy logistic and con~tructlon activities. 
Theoe activities point to the acquisition of a 
capability for sustained offensive operati~n1. 

Th~! construction of two new l'Oc,,ds from La::>& 
toward the !<he Sanh a.:ea will facilitate the er.emy's 
ability to sustain tl,e resupply of his focces. Con~ 
struction of n~w fortified positions and weapons 
~mplacements in the immediate vicinity of lhe Sanh 
appears to be well ad'✓ anced. These emplacements 
will be extremely difficult to neutralize and will 
provide the enemy with an improved capability to 
defend areas he now holds and to interdict friendly 
lhOVem.-ni in and out of the Khe Sanh area. These ac­
tivitie$ are h~.rnpered and disrupted by intensive US 
air •trites, but the enemy appears to be pre11lng 

pre~aratlons and they could be nearing completion • ..-:,:-·-...- . < 
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New Road Constructi~n 

1. Aerial photography has revealed two ne~ 
roads bei~g built by the North Vietnamese froa 6 
point near Ban Oong in Laos on Route 9 eastward 
to the Khe Sanh area. These roads, detected i~ 
the past DIOnth, par•llel Route g to the north and 
south and converge on the Khe Sanh area from tl,e nort.it­
wes t and $OUthwe~t. (See Figure 1). ~ork on both 
roads has progressed to the Laos• South VietoaM 
border, vhicb is within 12 to 15 ailes cf ~he Sanh, 
and prob~~ly i• continuing into Sc,uth Vietn&111. 
This new ~oad network •lgnificantly incceas~s t.he 
North Vietna.aiese logistic capability ne~r the DMZ, 
and ceflec:t • t.he intensive nat,·.,e of enemy prepara• 
t1ons for •11.jor opeutions in the lth_e sa·nh are.a. 

2. The Co!lll'llunists have also 9ained the •ise 
of Route, et least •s for•~ the Vietna~ese border, 
having driven off in late Janua:.-y the Lao ~nny bat­
talion (8V•33) w~ich had controlled the tan Houei 
Sane area ~"d blo=ked the use of Route" to the Com­
~unists s:nce mid-1961. Large bunkers and stor•ge 
areas have been detected near the terll'linus oft.he 
souU,erNN>st of the two new rout.es, and nwnerous 
seccnd~ry explosions have followed B-S2 strikes in 
the area~ 

Supply Depots 

·, . 
. • .. .. ·-. 
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Fortificationc 

4. There are ~wner~us indications of recent 
consttuction of fortifications ranging fcom groups 
~f foxholes to entrenchments1 bunkvrs~ ~eapons 
emplacements, and larg8 strongpoints. Sotr1e of 
those in the nocthwest quadrant from Khe Sanh nad 
been built during tn~ heavy Communist_pressure in 
that sector in April and Kay 1967. One North Viet­
namese re9ireent that has re~ained in the area since 
then may have ~aintained some of these p~siticns in 
usable condition • .Hore recent construction i~cludes 
a number of bunkers, entrenchments, and large strcng­
points in the hill mass south of Route 9 and extend~ ' 
ing fro~ the area southeast of Khe Sanh westward to 
the border of Laos. These positions hav~ bee~ built 
in some depth. 

s. Other tlf;W fortifications and w~ap:>ns em­
placcme~ts have been detected in and b<hlnd the 
xi6ges east and north of the fflain complex. Consider­
~ble fortification and entrench~ent activity Mas also 
been ob~erved north of Rout! 9 along tne hills and 
ridges west and southwest of the main ~S base. Pho-
tograph~• tuken in late January shows stvere.l hr9e ,, 
hut unoccupied ;1oups of foxhcles•-one numbering 
over 400--between Hill 861 and the main base. One 
group of foxholes is within 1,000 meters of the base. 
(See Figures 2 and 3). 

6, Tht:se activities suggest that thn Commu.tist 
forces are prepared to defend ~he areas they now 
hold, to encircle US J;)O~itions COl!lpletely, to extend 
their positions prcgressivcly closer toours in siege 
fashion, and to ?repare in advance assembly areas 
from which Assaults can be JnOunted. If thes~ p<>si­
tions are subsequently connected by colt\lllunications 
trench~s, t.~.e Communists ·,:ill be able t..:, 11\aneuver U1ei:r 
forces from one portion or t~, battl~field to another 
under ~over from friendlJ fire. They would al$O be 
in poa{tion to block mov&ment from the main bese at 
the ai~field to outl;;ing US 1,·1.,lltions Of'.\ the hills 
to the northwest. These techriques are • i1r!.lar to thore 
employed.by the Communists in their: prolong~ siege cam- • 
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Location o( Mortar and Rocket Sites '•. 

,. The &el~cted weapons sites ahovn In Fi9ure, 2 
and ) t:re represen•;ctive of 1u:-1y such aitea in the khe 
Sa1:h area. The clrc!,ui.- drawn on the •ap 1ndie•te 
ranges from ~hi~h weapor& of various type• can be 
fired on the base. These include tome veapcns (t2-111111 • 
nort_ars) which are or9anic ~o ene~y Infantry unit •• 
The 120_,_. Llrta.r ring al~o •pprox{ll!,fltc• t.he range 
of 7S-llll!I. i.•ck howi Uer-s lih!ch the eneray ii believed 
to h~ve in the •re•. The 160-IIWI. IIOrtar rin9 1pproxi­
mates the ran~e of the 122-:-::.m. roc~ete wbich t.he C;-c~ 
aunist~ have already e~ployed at Fhe Sanh. Thus far, 
antiaircraft positio~s for );-wn. weapons have been 
detected only at positions from which they can protect 
rear depot ereas. Positions for 12.7-mra. 1ntiaircr1ft 
Jll.lchine guns, however, ~ave b-een Qbserved vithin 1,SOQ 
meters north an<l northeast of the •irfield. Emplace• 
a~nts for 151-M. ~rtil!ery \ii'eapons have been detected 
It distances beyond ~iximum range ot the ~aln us base~ 
although weaµons in these ~mplacements could reach 
some of t..he ~utpor.ts northwest of the alrfield·and the 
Special Forces cu·.p at L6"'1g Vei to thr: vast. 

B. It l$ evident from the terrain feature& an~ 
enern~ positions that the JChe Sanh base and airfield 
are vul".era?:ile to interdiction fron, these known empl•ce­
anent~. Pro!iles cf the terrain in a $traight line 
froru each indicated ene1ny position to the center of 
the Khe Sant\ runway 1hc·, that in nearly every _case 
the enemy has the advantage of cover and con~ealment 
from friendly ground fire. •lthough the po~itiona s.ay 
be rnore vulnerable to air attack. There h little 
di,ubt that tor every location noted there are 11any 
lbOre which cannot be detected from the air. 
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!£!.!!le: Through the Laos Panharfu 

· 10. LThe vc.,lwne of tupp! ies aoved into t.he Laos 
panhandle ?rom Norlh Vietnam durir,9 the lut fiye 
aonths ha& ceen significantly greater than tll•t -.oved 
during c~mparable periods in the past. 'l'he cbserved 
increases in traffic have paralleled closely the heavy 
deployment of troops to the Xhe Sanh area, and.aost of 
t.hese aupplles •eem destined fort.hes~ forces~ 

11. ~ccording to report• of roadwatch tealllS 
along Route 15 in North Vietnam just north of the 
Laotian border, trt.!ck traffic snoving to ·,1ard Laos dur~ 
lng the last four ft\Onths of 1967 itverage~ ,,bout 17 
trucks a day co111;,r~d vit.h 15 • day during the com­
rarable period of 1966. These truc~s ~ould have de­
livere~ over S,000 tons o! supplies fo, : the Col!lfflunist­
held portions of Laos and south V.i..etnan,, or over 40 
tons per day during this period in 1?67.• During 
January 1968, southbound traffic on the aame route 
incre.,.,:;ed t ·::> a daily ave.rage of 26 trucks compared 
~ith an average of 22 for Januar~ 1967. Over 1,900 
tons could have been delivered during January 196~, or 
a.n average of abe>ut 60 tons Ji-er day. 
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lead to t·1e two new roads that now branch 0ff from 
Route 9 to t~e border of South Vietnam in the direc­
tion uf Kh<:! '.. a0h. Roadwatc!l teams consistently re­
port a low level ut truck traffic on Routes 92 and 96 
sout.h of Rour.e 9, indicating that most ";ruclcs may 
have discharged their loads in the vicinity of Route 
9. Furtherrr:,,rc, the inc:;rease in truck traffic in 
this area observ~d by aerial reconnais6ance began 
after the fi::·st of November 19€7. 
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Logistic Rcqllire1T1Cnt.s for Forces 

·1s. Com.r,unist forces currently deployed in the 
Khe Sanll area would requtre on the order of 32 to 

,'°'l' l. 

37 tons of supplies per day under sustained hear/ 
combat conditions.• A."Tlrllunition supplies would ac­
count for 6 to 10 tons of the total daily resupply 
requirement. Actual consumption of aJT\fflunition would 
depend of co~rse upon combat intensity. The require­
irents 9iven Jbove are for two NVA divisions--the 
32SC and the 304th-·i::ompr ising at least sh infantry 
regiments with artil1ery support. These forces for 
the m:,st p,ut probably receive their supplies from 
tho:;e delivered by truck into Laos. 

16. ' In addition t~ these forces, at ledst two 
infantry regiments of the North Vietllamese 320th 
Division have been deployed in an ~re~ in the nocth­
central nm. The role of the 320th Oivision is prob­
ably to haras~ ~d inter;dict al 1 ied 1:einfo:-cemer.ts 
,noving fr-:>m t:ie east toward J<he Sanh. In this role 
their logisti,~ reqi.;Lements wo•Jld probably be rela­
tively less th~n t.ho~e of the forces in tt~ immediate 
J<he ~anh ,uea. On this basis, the requirements of t.he 
320th Divisio,~ are c.1.~culated at between 17 and 21 
'tO:\S of suppl ::.~s a d.,y, '1t:i th aM1nu1,.:. t ion accounting 
fo1; 3 to 6 tons of tr:e total. These forces probably 
receive their suppli~~ from across the DMZ. 

17. Sin¢e the deployment of these divisions in 
the Khe Sanh and DMZ ~reas and the logistic build~u2 
were parallel gevelopments, Communist f~r=es ~rob­
ably began sto~kpiling of weapons, allVllunition, and 

t 
equipr.1e~t possi~ly by mid-November or earlier. With 

: due allowance for mat.e!:hls alrl!ady conc•.1med, the 
.e&timated flQ~ of traffic has been sufficient to pro-f.· · vide a stockpile of from 60 to 90 days. On the 

: ,,.- - basis of past exr.erlence it ls estimated that the 
: · ' Communists h~\11 a daily resupply capabilit)' to .aln-

: ·: ... ·• 
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Ray W. Stubbe 
2422 N. 60th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53210 

Dear Mr. Stubbes 
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Thie is our final response to your Freedom of Information Act 
request for fini$hed intelligence concerning Khe s~nh during the 
period 1967 through 1969. Additional material responsive to your 
request has been provided fcom the records released during the 
Westmoreland vs. CBS litigation. 

Enclosed are segregable portiona of four documents responsive 
to your request. CIA information in documents numbered l through 
3 is released in its entirety, 'l'he National Secu:rity Agency, 
bowover, has @xclged material under exemptionB (b) (1) and (b) (3). 
We have ~eletcd material in document 4 under exemptions (b) (1) and 
(b) (3). 'lhe CIA officials; responsible for these le terminations 
are Mr. Paul Marr, Information Review Officer for the Directorate 
of Intelligence and Mr. Robert Manners, Information Roview Officer 
for the Oirector~te of Science and Technology. An explanation of 
the exemptions 1s ~nclosed. 

You have the right to appeal the above decisions by addressing 
your appeal to tQe CIA Information Review Committee, in my care. 
Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis of your 
appeal. 

During our $<:arches we located United States Government 
material that was not originated by the CIA. This materhl 
appears to be relevant to your request and has been referred to 
its originating a~ency for review end direct response to you. 

Thank you for your patience while we completed the processing 
of your request. 

Enclosure 

Since,ely, 

John H. Wright 
~iohn e. w1· igh t 

Information and Privacy coordinator 
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